
 
 

 
Our Catholic Montessori Curriculum Overview 

Innovative. Integrative. Inspired. 
 

Mission Academy is committed to offering a uniquely innovative education. We are the only Montessori school in Central 
Ohio to offer faith-based learning along with the experience of nature and responsibility provided by a farm.   

 
This Mission Academy curriculum overview shows how we tap into the Montessori legacy, which integrates the child’s “head, 

heart and hand” -- intellectual, spiritual and physical potentials. Our classroom plans derive from the teacher curriculum manuals, 
materials and plans of the North American Montessori Center. (See https://www.montessoritraining.net/ for more details.)  This is a 
comprehensive curriculum, built on the foundations of mathematics and language arts, in which science, history, geography, music, 
art and health are connected in units of study based around historical and natural themes. Cognizant of the learning objectives of 
Courses of Study of the Diocese of Columbus, we use the Montessori-based Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for spiritual formation, 
(see https://www.cgsusa.org/ for more details.)  integrating this Catholic approach with service-oriented and creation-centered 
outdoor components (See Nature’s Classroom Institute https://discovernci.org/.) in the spirit of Laudato Si’. Bringing together these 
distinct sources, we can offer the child an experience that inspires the true flourishing of the human person.  
 
  In our multi-age classrooms, we are committed to differentiating learning experiences to meet the particular needs of the 
children we serve.  Both ability and interest will impact the sequence and depth of the curriculum offered to any individual child. 
Especially in language arts and mathematics, children follow a progression at their own pace, with the guidance of the adult. Thus, 
no “pacing guide” will exactly match the unfolding life of the classroom community. However, in these uncertain times, having a 
well-defined, year-long plan, enables us to provide a coherent and targeted education, even if disruptions do occur. 

https://www.montessoritraining.net/
https://www.cgsusa.org/
https://discovernci.org/


Mission Academy Lower Elementary Curriculum  (First Year) 
 
Religion Practical 

Life/Outdoor 
Education 

Language Arts Math/Geometry Cultural Studies: 
History/Geography 

Cultural Studies: 
Science 

Expressive Arts 

History of 
the 
Kingdom of 
God 

 History of 
Communication 
in Signs 

History of 
Communication 
in Symbols 

History of the 
Universe; The Story 
of the Coming  of 
Humans 

Story of the Coming 
of Life 

The Fundamental 
Needs of Humans 

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd: 
articles of Mass; 
liturgical year; 
personal and 
communal 
prayer; Parts of 
the Bible; 
Kingdom 
parables; 
Narratives of the 
life of Christ; 
Moral formation; 
Messianic 
prophecies; The 
Parts of the Mass; 
The Sacrament of 
Baptism; Biblical 
geography 

Care for God’s 
Creation: soil 
conservation; 
composting; 
recycling; reducing 
waste; bee-keeping;  

Reading: Leveled 
reading beginning 
with phonemic 
awareness; retelling 
with main idea and 
details; parts of a 
book; fiction/non-
fiction; compare & 
contrast; text to self 
connections;  

Computation: place value 
to 1 million; addition, 
commutative & associative 
properties of addition; 
inequalities; 
multiplication, subtraction, 
word problems; unit 
division; understanding 
what fractions are 

History: The Calendar; 
Timeline of Days; Months of the 
Year; Days of the Week;  Past-
Present-Future;  

Zoology: Introduction to 
animal kingdom; parts of a 
bird; parts of a fish; parts of 
an amphibian; parts of a 
reptile; parts of a mammal; 
carnivore, herbivore, 
omnivore; 
vertebrate/invertebrate;  
parts of a porifera; food 
chains; animal stories: 

Music: Monthly rotation of 
composers & musicians for 
appreciation and research; 
opportunities for singing 
tied to units of study; 
instruments from around 
the world; musical 
notation cards; Montessori 
tonal bells 

Service: 
Gardening; making 
bird feeders; food 
drive; cards for 
retirement home; 
thank you notes to 
first responders 

Grammar and Word 
Study: 
compound words; 
syllables, the Noun 
family: Noun, Article, 
adjective 

Geometry: geometric 
solids, polygons; triangles 
construct other polygons, 
parallel and convergent 
lines; an angle & its parts 

Cultural Geography: Imaginary 
Continent; Continent Map; 
Equator; Using a Compass; 
Monthly rotation of continents 
for introduction to countries, 
animals, plants & flags 

Botany: Needs of plants; 
Introduction to plant 
kingdom; parts of a plant; 
parts of a root; parts of a 
stem; parts of a flower; parts 
of a fruit; plant stories  

Art: Monthly rotation of 
artists for appreciation 
and research; 
opportunities for creative 
expression tied to units of 
study introduction 

Practical life: health 
& hygiene; food 
preparation; cleaning 
& repairing; planning 
and recording work; 
collaboration; 
manners 

Writing: organizing 
thoughts; concept of a 
sentence; word choice; 
writing facts; writing 
poetry; writing prose; 
sensory words 

Understanding Data: 
reading a clock; simple 
measurements & 
comparison; organizing 
data 

Physical Geography: Land & 
Water Forms; 

Matter & Energy, 
Astronomy: Introduction to 
the solar system; 
introduction to states of 
matter; laws of motion 

  
  

Spelling: leveled 
practice and personal 
spelling dictionary 

Math fluency: monthly 
touch points to check 
progress of mental math 

Human Anatomy: External 
parts of the human body 

Handwriting: 
Montessori 
manuscript 
progression 

Earth Science: Composition 
of Earth; Introduction to 
Volcanoes; Weather; tilt, 
orbit & seasons 

 



Mission Academy Lower Elementary Curriculum  (Second Year) 
 
Religion Practical 

Life/Outdoor 
Education 

Language Arts Math/Geometry Cultural Studies: 
History/Geography 

Cultural Studies: 
Science 

Expressive Arts 

History of 
the 
Kingdom of 
God 

 History of 
Communication 
in Signs 

History of 
Communication 
in Symbols 

History of the 
Universe; The 
Fundamental Needs 
of Humans 

Story of the Coming 
of Life 

 

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd: 
articles of Mass; 
liturgical year; 
personal and 
communal 
prayer; Parts of 
the Bible; 
Kingdom 
parables; 
Narratives of the 
life of Christ; 
Moral formation; 
Messianic 
prophecies; The 
Parts of the Mass; 
The Sacrament of 
Baptism;  Biblical 
geography; 
Sacramental 
Preparation 

Care for God’s 
Creation: soil 
conservation; 
composting; 
recycling; reducing 
waste; bee-keeping;  

Reading: Leveled 
reading for 
comprehension and 
pleasure; discussion 
groups; identifying 
main idea and details; 
parts of a story; point 
of view; intro to 
literary techniques 
text to text 
connections;  

Computation: review 
place value to 1million; 
addition, commutative & 
associative properties of 
addition; inequalities; 
multiplication, subtraction, 
word problems; unit 
division; writing fractions 
& finding equivalencies 

History: Parts of the Year; The 
Timeline of Humans; Christ the 
Center of History; Clock of the 
Eras Paleozoic, Mesozoic; Lower 
Paleolithic people; Horizontal 
History with Fundamental 
Needs of Humans 

Zoology: Timeline of life 
research; introduction to the 
kingdoms of life; 
characteristics of 
vertebrates; types of  
vertebrates; types of birds; 
types of fish; types of 
amphibians; types of reptiles; 
types of a mammals; life cycle 
of a butterfly; parts of an egg; 
types of invertebrates; food 
pyramid; animal stories: 

Music: Monthly rotation of 
composers & musicians for 
appreciation and research; 
opportunities for singing 
tied to units of study; 
instruments from around 
the world; musical 
notation cards; Montessori 
tonal bells 

Service: 
Gardening; making 
bird feeders; food 
drive; cards for 
retirement home; 
thank you notes to 
first responders 

Grammar and Word 
Study: 
Antonyms, synonyms, 
homonyms; the verb 
family: verb, adverb, 
pronoun;  

Geometry: irregular 
polygons; triangles 
construct other polygons, 
types of lines intersecting, 
oblique; five types of 
angles 

Cultural Geography: Using a  
Map – Compass Rose; Monthly 
rotation of continents for 
introduction to countries, 
animals, plants & flags; Parts of 
a flag 

Botany: Needs of plants; 
Plant kingdom chart; types of 
trees, types of leaves 
(shapes); types of leaves 
(margin); types of seeds; 
types of herbs; plants we eat; 
plant stories  

Art: Monthly rotation of 
artists for appreciation 
and research; 
opportunities for creative 
expression tied to units of 
study introduction 

Practical life: health 
& hygiene; food 
preparation; cleaning 
& repairing; planning 
and recording work; 
collaboration; 
manners 

Writing: ongoing 
refining of creative 
process and mechanics 

Understanding Data: 
review reading a clock; 
measurements  of volume 
& comparisons; reading 
simple graphs 

Physical Geography: Land & 
Water Forms advanced;  

Matter & Energy, 
Astronomy: parts & size of 
an atom; elements, mixtures, 
changes in states of matter; 
birth of star; size & orbit of 
planets; phases of moon 

  
  

Spelling: leveled 
practice and personal 
spelling dictionary 

Math fluency: monthly 
touch points to check 
progress of mental math 

Human Anatomy: External 
parts of the human body 

Handwriting: 
Montessori cursive 
progression 

Earth Science: Layers of 
Earth; Parts of  Volcanoes; 
Work of Water/Water Cycle 



Mission Academy Lower Elementary Curriculum  (Third Year) 
 
Religion Practical 

Life/Outdoor 
Education 

Language Arts Math/Geometry Cultural Studies: 
History/Geography 

Cultural Studies: 
Science 

Expressive Arts 

History of 
the 
Kingdom of 
God 

 History of 
Communication 
in Signs 

History of 
Communication 
in Symbols 

History of the 
Universe; The 
Fundamental Needs 
of Humans 

Story of the Coming 
of Life 

 

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd: 
articles of Mass; 
liturgical year; 
personal and 
communal 
prayer; Parts of 
the Bible; 
Kingdom 
parables; 
Narratives of the 
life of Christ; 
Moral formation; 
Messianic 
prophecies; The 
Parts of the Mass; 
The Sacrament of 
Baptism;  Biblical 
geography 

Care for God’s 
Creation: soil 
conservation; 
composting; 
recycling; reducing 
waste; bee-keeping;  

Reading: Leveled 
reading for 
comprehension and 
pleasure; discussion 
groups; textual 
evidence; identifying 
theme; motivation; 
appreciating types of 
literature  

Computation: 
inequalities; review 
dynamic addition and 
subtraction multiplication, 
subtraction, word 
problems; division; adding, 
subtracting, multiplying 
and dividing fractions by 
whole numbers 

History: Timeline of Humans 
continued Christ the Center of 
History; Clock of the Eras: 
Cenozoic; Lower Paleolithic 
people; Vertical History with 
Fundamental Needs of Humans; 
Introduction to US History 

Zoology:  Timeline of life further 
research; work with first 3 
kingdoms of life; biomes and 
adaptations in plant and animal 
worlds; classification of animals 

Music: Monthly rotation of 
composers & musicians for 
appreciation and research; 
opportunities for singing 
tied to units of study; 
instruments from around 
the world; musical 
notation cards; Montessori 
tonal bells 

Service: 
Gardening; making 
bird feeders; food 
drive; cards for 
retirement home; 
thank you notes to 
first responders 

Grammar and Word 
Study: Review  
singular & plural; 
possessives, 
mechanics,  
prepositions, 
conjunctions, 
interjections 

Geometry: irregular 
polygons review; using 
triangles to construct 
quadrilaterals; measuring 
angles; parts of a circle; 
polygons with more than 
five sides 

Cultural Geography: Using A 
Map (scale); Equator & Time 
Zones;  

Botany: Needs of plants; Botany 
charts & experiments; Plant 
research;  

Art: Monthly rotation of 
artists for appreciation 
and research; 
opportunities for creative 
expression tied to units of 
study introduction 

Practical life: health 
& hygiene; food 
preparation; cleaning 
& repairing; planning 
and recording work; 
collaboration; 
manners 

Writing: ongoing 
refining of creative 
process and mechanics 

Understanding Data: 
review reading a clock; 
measurement  of 
temperature; varieties of 
graphing 

Physical Geography: Biomes of 
the world 

Matter & Energy, Astronomy: 
Matter & Energy, Astronomy: 
chemical change; life cycle of a 
star; solar/lunar eclipse; 
characteristics of planets; 
planetary days, , comets 

  
  

Spelling: leveled 
practice and personal 
spelling dictionary 

Math fluency: monthly 
touch points to check 
progress of mental math 

Human Anatomy: anatomy of 
the tongue & ear; circulatory, 
respiratory, skeletal, nervous & 
digestive 

Handwriting: 
Montessori cursive 
practice  

Earth Science: Composition of 
Earth; Types and Map of 
Volcanoes; Work of Air;  

Mission Academy Upper Elementary Curriculum  (Fourth Year) 



 
Religion Practical 

Life/Outdoor 
Education 

Language Arts Math/Geometry Cultural Studies: 
History/Geography 

Cultural Studies: 
Science 

Expressive Arts 

The Plan of 
God and 
Human 
History 

 History of 
Communication 
in Signs 

History of 
Communication 
in Symbols 

History of the 
Universe; The 
Fundamental Needs 
of Humans 

Story of the Coming 
of Life 

 

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd: 
liturgical year; 
personal and 
communal 
prayer; Parts and 
prayers of the 
Mass; articles & 
rites of other 
sacraments;  Old 
Testament 
Typology studies; 
The call and 
preaching of the 
prophets;  Biblical 
geography; 
Kingdom 
parables; 
Narratives of the 
life of Christ; 
Moral formation: 
virtues & natural 
law, moral 
parables, moral 
prophecies 
Messianic 
prophecies;  

Care for God’s 
Creation: renewable 
sources of energy; 
conserving energy; 
animal husbandry; 
habitat preservation; 
vermi-composting; 
recycling; aquifers, 
wetlands & 
development; bee-
keeping;  

Reading; recitation, 
discussion, public 
speaking; listening; 
literature discussion 
groups; text-to self and 
text-to-text analysis  

Computation: review 
place value to trillions; 
review addition, 
multiplication, subtraction, 
and division with 
exchanging, partial 
products and moving 
towards abstraction; 
rounding,  word problems;  

History: Timeline of Humans 
continued; overview of US 
History; Ohio history & 
economics; primary & 
secondary sources; artifacts 

Zoology:  Animal routines; 
observation; animal sounds; 
invertebrate external 
anatomy; animal 
reproduction; adaptations for 
desert, savannah, coral reef;  

Music: Monthly rotation of 
composers & musicians for 
appreciation and research; 
opportunities for singing 
tied to units of study; 
instruments from around 
the world; musical 
notation cards; Montessori 
tonal bells 

Service: 
Gardening; aquarium 
care; wild habitat 
construction; food 
drive; cards for 
retirement home; 
thank you notes to 
first responders 

Grammar and Word 
Study: Concrete/ 
abstract nouns; 
collective; indefinite 
article; prepositional 
phrase; types, tenses, 
moods & voice of 
verbs; simple & 
compound sentence 

Geometry: points, line, 
rays, types of angles, parts 
of a solid prism; symmetry 

Cultural Geography: The Story 
of Cartography; using a street 
map; longitude & latitude; 
topographical maps; human 
adaptations to temperate zones;  
US cultural geography 

Botany: Linnaean & cladistic 
classification of plants; 
experiments to demonstrate 
processes of roots, stems, 
leaves, flowers; identification 
of plants 

Art: Monthly rotation of 
artists for appreciation 
and research; 
opportunities for creative 
expression tied to units of 
study introduction 

Practical life: health 
& hygiene; food 
preparation; cleaning 
& repairing; planning 
and recording work; 
collaboration; 
manners 

Writing: editing 
process; variety of 
genres; review of 
mechanics 

Understanding Data: 
graphing review; metric 
system 

Physical Geography: 
Atmosphere & climate; global 
weather patterns; ocean 
currents; water cycle & clouds; 
rivers & glaciers; watershed 
drainage 

Matter & Energy, 
Astronomy: Matter & 
Energy, Astronomy: states 
of matter; physical & 
chemical changes; pressure; 
density 

  
  

Spelling: leveled 
practice and personal 
spelling dictionary 

Math fluency: monthly 
touch points to check 
progress of mental math 

Human Anatomy: review 5 
systems & 2 senses presented 
in lower elementary 

Handwriting: cursive 
practice; calligraphy 

Earth Science: (see physical 
geography)  

 



Mission Academy Upper Elementary Curriculum  (Fifth Year) 
 
Religion Practical 

Life/Outdoor 
Education 

Language Arts Math/Geometry Cultural Studies: 
History/Geography 

Cultural Studies: 
Science 

Expressive Arts 

The Plan of 
God and 
Human 
History 

 History of 
Communication 
in Signs 

History of 
Communication 
in Symbols 

History of the 
Universe; The 
Fundamental Needs 
of Humans 

Story of the Coming 
of Life 

 

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd: 
liturgical year; 
personal and 
communal 
prayer; Parts and 
prayers of the 
Mass; articles & 
rites of other 
sacraments;  Old 
Testament 
Typology studies; 
The call and 
preaching of the 
prophets;  Biblical 
geography; 
Kingdom 
parables; 
Narratives of the 
life of Christ; 
Moral formation: 
virtues & natural 
law, moral 
parables, moral 
prophecies 
Messianic 
prophecies;  

Care for God’s 
Creation: renewable 
sources of energy; 
conserving energy; 
animal husbandry; 
habitat preservation; 
vermi-composting; 
recycling; aquifers, 
wetlands & 
development; bee-
keeping; 

Reading; recitation, 
discussion, public 
speaking; listening; 
literature discussion 
groups; text-to self and 
text-to-text analysis; 
debate 

Computation: percent; 
ratios; proportions; 
dividing fractions; 
improper fractions; 
decimal fractions 

History: Timeline of Humans 
continued; History of the 
Western Hemisphere; economic 
geography  

Zoology:  Study of 
Arthropods; adaptations for 
cave dwelling; animal use; 
endangered species 

Music: Monthly rotation of 
composers & musicians for 
appreciation and research; 
opportunities for singing 
tied to units of study; 
instruments from around 
the world; musical 
notation cards; Montessori 
tonal bells 

Service: 
Gardening; making 
bird feeders; food 
drive; cards for 
retirement home; 
thank you notes to 
first responders 

Grammar and Word 
Study: Types of 
pronouns; subject & 
object pronouns; types 
of adjectives; irregular 
verbs; transitive/ 
intransitive; complex 
sentence; linking verbs 

Geometry: circle radius, 
circumference; 
classification of triangles 
and quadrilaterals; 
coordinate planes, 
perimeter 

Cultural Geography: Using a 
map to plan a route; global 
positioning systems; human 
adaptations to desert, rain 
forest an d arctic biomes; 
cultures of Europe, North and 
South America 

Botany: Linnaean & cladistic 
classification of plants; 
dissection of fruit & seed; 
identification of plants; 
experiments about needs of 
plants; human/plant 
interaction 

Art: Monthly rotation of 
artists for appreciation 
and research; 
opportunities for creative 
expression tied to units of 
study introduction 

Practical life: safe 
food handling & 
nutrition; personal 
wellness; exercise 
preparation; cleaning 
& repairing; planning 
and recording work; 
collaboration; 
manners 

Writing: editing 
process; variety of 
genres; review of 
mechanics 

Understanding Data: US 
customary measures; 
volume, graphing review 

Physical Geography: Biomes of 
the world 

Matter & Energy, 
Astronomy: Matter & 
Energy, Astronomy: energy 
sources, sound, light, 
electricity & magnetism 

  
  

Spelling: leveled 
practice and personal 
spelling dictionary 

Math fluency: monthly 
touch points to check 
progress of mental math 

Human Anatomy: The Story 
of the Great River; urinary 
system; immune system 

Handwriting: cursive 
practice; calligraphy 

Earth Science: (see physical 
geography)  

 
Mission Academy Upper Elementary Curriculum  (Sixth Year) 



 
Religion Practical 

Life/Outdoor 
Education 

Language Arts Math/Geometry Cultural Studies: 
History/Geography 

Cultural Studies: 
Science 

Expressive Arts 

The Plan of 
God and 
Human 
History 

 History of 
Communication 
in Signs 

History of 
Communication 
in Symbols 

History of the 
Universe; The 
Fundamental Needs 
of Humans 

Story of the Coming 
of Life 

 

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd: 
liturgical year; 
personal and 
communal 
prayer; Parts and 
prayers of the 
Mass; articles & 
rites of other 
sacraments;  Old 
Testament 
Typology studies; 
The call and 
preaching of the 
prophets;  Biblical 
geography; 
Kingdom 
parables; 
Narratives of the 
life of Christ; 
Moral formation: 
virtues & natural 
law, moral 
parables, moral 
prophecies 
Messianic 
prophecies;  

 Care for God’s 
Creation: renewable 
sources of energy; 
conserving energy; 
animal husbandry; 
habitat preservation; 
vermi-composting; 
recycling; aquifers, 
wetlands & 
development; bee-
keeping;;  

Reading; recitation, 
discussion, public 
speaking; listening; 
literature discussion 
groups; text-to self and 
text-to-text analysis; 
debate 

Pre-Algebra: negative 
integers; non-terminating 
decimals; squares and 
polynomials; cubes; 
square and cube roots 

History: Timeline of Humans 
continued; History of the 
Eastern Hemisphere; economic 
geography;  

Zoology:  review Music: Monthly rotation of 
composers & musicians for 
appreciation and research; 
opportunities for singing 
tied to units of study; 
instruments from around 
the world; musical 
notation cards; Montessori 
tonal bells 

Service: Gardening; 
making bird feeders; 
food drive; cards for 
retirement home; 
thank you notes to 
first responders 

Grammar and Word 
Study: Nouns as 
adjectives; appositives; 
predicate nominatives; 
infinitives; sentence 
analysis charts 

Geometry: constructing 
polygons, nets, areas of 
triangles, volumes of 
regular prisms; 
Pythagorean theorem 

Cultural Geography: 
Understanding time zones; 
using a compass and a map to 
find a route; cultures of Africa, 
Asia & Oceania 

Microscopic Study: 
Investigating cell structure; 
plant and animal cells, 
microorganisms and food 
spoilage 

Art: Monthly rotation of 
artists for appreciation 
and research; 
opportunities for creative 
expression tied to units of 
study introduction 

Practical life: health 
& wellness in 
adolescence;  meal 
planning;  wood 
working;  intro to 
coding; planning and 
recording work; 
collaboration; 
manners 

Writing: editing 
process; variety of 
genres; review of 
mechanics 

Understanding Data: line 
plots, histograms & box 
plots; mean, medium, 
mode 

Physical Geography:  human 
impact on land, sea and air; 
ecology 

Matter & Energy, 
Astronomy: Matter & 
Energy, Astronomy: Atoms.; 
molecules;  chemical 
elements; compounds; acids 
& bases; gravity, friction & 
inertia 

  
  

Spelling: leveled 
practice and personal 
spelling dictionary 

Math fluency: monthly 
touch points to check 
progress of mental math 

Human Anatomy: The Story 
of the Great River; endocrine 
system; 8 system booklets 

Handwriting: cursive 
practice; calligraphy  

Earth Science: Volcanoes; 
earthquakes, mountains the 
rock cycle ; classifying rocks  

 
 


